Alpha Herpesviruses: Molecular and Cellular Biology, edited by R.M. Sandri-Goldin is an excellent compilation of advances in human alpha herpes virology over the last two decades (1990)(1991)(1992)(1993)(1994)(1995)(1996)(1997)(1998)(1999)(2000)(2001)(2002)(2003)(2004)(2005)(2006). The book assumes that the reader is acquainted with basic cell biology and molecular virology and attempts to establish a link between what is established in the past and the major findings made in the recent years in various fields of cellular and molecular virology involving alpha herpesviruses. In all the chapters, either herpes simplex virus or varicella-zoster viruses is used as a model to explain the general molecular and cellular biology associated with alpha herpesviruses.
Alpha Herpesviruses: Molecular and Cellular Biology, edited by R.M. Sandri-Goldin is an excellent compilation of advances in human alpha herpes virology over the last two decades (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) . The book assumes that the reader is acquainted with basic cell biology and molecular virology and attempts to establish a link between what is established in the past and the major findings made in the recent years in various fields of cellular and molecular virology involving alpha herpesviruses. In all the chapters, either herpes simplex virus or varicella-zoster viruses is used as a model to explain the general molecular and cellular biology associated with alpha herpesviruses.
All the twenty chapters have been masterly written by international experts with research experience in the particular subject areas. A particular asset of this book is a substantial reference section at the end of each chapter, citing the landmark and recent research papers and reviews to cater to the needs of the enthusiastic and specialist readers.
Minor discrepancies and errors in illustrations exist which hopefully, will be corrected in subsequent editions. For instance, figure 17 .7 on page 332 is not self-explanatory; thin rectangular boxes with dark and light shades (corresponding to different phenotypes) are not explained in the figure itself or the legend. Again, the legend for figure 5.2 (page 88) states that HSV UL9 has seven motifs shown as seven stippled boxes, whereas the actual illustration depicts six such boxes.
This book is undoubtedly a must-read for students of virology and DNA virologists in particular; and will be a handy reference to keep abreast with the recent progress in alpha herpes virology for many years to come.
